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Why Do Some Streets Encourage Walking?
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While Others Don’t?
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Pedestrians Need Some Key Things:

• Convenient access 

• Physical and mental comfort

• Safety (from crime and traffic)



•Complete streets policies

•Zoning & subdivision code revision

•Bike/pedestrian plans

Good policies & priorities for metropolitan 

Policies that Promote Walkable and 

Bikeable Streets

•Good policies & priorities for metropolitan 

planning organizations 

•Basic traffic laws that favor and protect 

pedestrians and bicyclists 



complete streets 

What’s the basic idea?



A complete street is…

a street that is safe, comfortable, and convenient 

for everyone using it – pedestrians, bicyclists, cars, 
public transportation riders, people with disabilities, and 
people of all ages.

pedbikeimages.org/Heather Bowden



• Make complete streets practices a “routine part of everyday operations”• Make complete streets practices a “routine part of everyday operations”

• Ensure that every new street and street project enables “reasonably safe 

travel” for all users



Flexibility



www.nplan.org



Revising Zoning 

& Subdivision 

Codes

What’s the basic idea?



Municipal Law: zoning/subdivision/land 
development codes 

Detailed local laws 
with requirements
for: 

• building use, • building use, 
design, and location

• how streets and 
neighborhoods must 
be built



Pedestrian Friendly 

Code Directory



How do I find it?

www.nplan.org/nplan/pedestrian-friendly-design



How do I use it?

The directory is organized into:

• Categories (what goal you are 

trying to achieve – e.g. safety, trying to achieve – e.g. safety, 

access)

• Design elements (specific 

street design changes)



Categories include:

• Convenient access

• Comfort – physical and mental

• Safety from crime and traffic

• And many more…• And many more…



Categories (goals)





Design elements that contribute to comfort



Design element: Shade Trees



Design element: Shade Trees



Design element: Shade Trees



Design element: Shade Trees



Curb extension
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Curb extension
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Pedestrian Friendly Code Directory

www.nplan.org/nplan/pedestrian-friendly-design
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