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Los Angeles County Voters Santa Clara County Voters
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Rural California Voters

Support for Drug Paraphernalia Plug-in
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Survey of Rural California Voters



Drug Paraphernalia Plug-in Campaigns
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Eliminate Sales of Individual Little Cigars 
and Cigarillos




54%

California Voters

Support for Eliminating Single Sales of Little Cigars
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Eliminating Single Sales of Little Cigars Campaigns



Eliminating Single Sales of Little Cigars in California



Prince George’s County

Baltimore

Eliminating Single Sales of Little Cigars in California





Contact Us
Center for Tobacco Policy & Organizing

The American Lung Association in CaliforniaThe American Lung Association in California

Justin Garrett, justin.garrett@lung.org
Jeannie Jung, jeannie.jung@lung.org 

www.Center4TobaccoPolicy.org
www.Twitter.com/TobaccoPolicy

www.YouTube.com/TobaccoPolicy
www.flickr.com/photos/TobaccoPolicy
www.Center4TobaccoPolicy.org/Blog



How Plug-ins Can Create 
Momentum for 

Tobacco Retail Licensing (TRL): Tobacco Retail Licensing (TRL): 

How Watsonville Became the First Jurisdiction In 

Santa Cruz County to Adopt TRL



Over 7 years of struggling…

Elected Officials showed little interest in TRL in 
Santa Cruz County for over 7 years. 

A seemingly unrelated event led to TRL adoption...





The media loved 
the story…

“Cartons of smokes share “Cartons of smokes share 

shelf space with soft-pellet 

guns that replicate more 

deadly assault weapons.”



News Quotes

“This is really unfortunate because we 
have a lot of stabbings in Watsonville.  

These businesses need a lot more These businesses need a lot more 
scrutiny. This is shocking and 

outrageous.”

- City Council Member Martinez



News Quotes

"The array of knives blows you out of the 

water, some 12 inches or longer.  

You begin to wonder about stores like this, You begin to wonder about stores like this, 

carrying a message that would be viewed by 

alarm in our community.“

- Planning Commissioner Rhea DeHart



Can we make a connection to 
TRL?

•Provide funding for increased police presence in the 

community.

•Help enforce state drug paraphernalia laws. (Plug-in)



More Headlines



The Community Speaks Out

• Coalition writes letter to Watsonville City Council

• Community speaks at City Council & Board of 
Supervisors meetings



• Adopted August 2010.• Adopted August 2010.

• Staff report references weapon & drug seizure, 
the resulting media attention, and the community 
outcry.



Ordinance includes drug 
paraphernalia provision

• As part of the application, the proprietor 
must submit a signed statement that no drug must submit a signed statement that no drug 
paraphernalia is or will be sold for which 
the license is sought.



Snowball Effect: 
Other jurisdictions don’t want to be left behind.



Youth Sales Rates Increase

•Increase by 60% 
between 2008 and 2010.

•Makes front page •Makes front page 
news.



Where We Are Now

• Board of Supervisors passed TRL in April, 
2011 – includes drug paraphernalia 
provisionprovision

• City of Santa Cruz and Capitola expected to 
consider next



In summary…

• The Watsonville City Council became 
interested in TRL because of other issues in 
the community (drugs, weapons, gangs).

• TRL & the drug paraphernalia plug-in gave 
the City a tool to address other issues.

• Created momentum countywide for TRL.


