
Q:  How can my community curb drifting secondhand smoke at mobile  
      home parks?

A:  Communities can address drifting secondhand smoke by adopting a smokefree 
policy at the mobile home park or a smokefree multi-unit housing law that applies 
to mobile home parks.

 There are more than 500,000 mobile homes in California,1 and many are located 
in mobile home parks. The homes in mobile home parks are often close together, 
increasing the risk that secondhand smoke may drift from one home to another.2,3,4 
Secondhand smoke exposure is especially concerning in mobile home parks 
because families who live in mobile homes are more likely both to die in a fire and 
to be exposed to toxic substances like formaldehyde.5 Environmental contaminants 
such as ambient formaldehyde and secondhand smoke interact and may become 
more dangerous, increasing residents’ risk for a wide range of health conditions, 
from inflammation of the lungs to cancer.6

 Currently, no California state law specifically prohibits smoking at mobile home 
parks. The state smokefree workplace law protects workers from secondhand 
smoke and prohibits smoking in “enclosed areas” at “places of employment.”7 
For example, this law would prohibit smoking in enclosed spaces at mobile home 
parks, such as managers’ offices, school rooms, or community rooms, but it would 
not extend to unenclosed spaces or the mobile homes themselves, unless they are 
places of employment.8

 To address secondhand smoke exposure in mobile home parks, residents could 
ask their mobile home park owners to adopt a policy prohibiting smoking in areas 
within the park. The community could survey mobile home residents to find out 
how many are affected by drifting secondhand smoke.

 Some communities have strengthened the state law protections by enacting 
local smokefree housing laws that prohibit smoking in and around multi-unit 
residences.9 However, mobile home parks often are exempt from these laws. 
Some jurisdictions explicitly exclude mobile homes from the definition of housing 
“unit,”10 while others do so implicitly by limiting the definition of multi-unit 
housing to buildings containing multiple units or units that share walls, floors, or 
ceilings.11 

 A community could adopt a smokefree housing law that broadly defines “unit” to 
include mobile homes and “multi-unit residence” to mean any property containing 
two or more units, which would encompass the mobile home park. A community 
could conduct an assessment to determine whether mobile homes are located 
close enough together for smoke to drift between homes before deciding whether 
to include mobile homes in a local smokefree housing law.
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Communities interested in adopting laws that prohibit smoking in multi-unit 
housing should contact ChangeLab Solutions and review our Smokefree Housing 
resources, including our Model Smokefree Housing Ordinance.

To learn more, visit: www.changelabsolutions.org/tobacco-control.  

____________________
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